Avoiding malpractice for nondental conditions. The example of human immunodeficiency virus.
Dentists are legally liable for failing to recognize medical conditions that they identify while providing dental care and for failing to refer patients for follow-up care and testing. This article suggests ways to avoid liability using human immunodeficiency virus, or HIV, infection as an example. TYPES OF LITERATURE REVIEWED: The authors conducted a review of the legal literature to determine circumstances that would cause dentists to have legal liability for failing to recognize a medical problem. The authors also conducted a review of the dental literature to identify the most common signs of HIV infection that dentists might see in practice. The legal literature indicates that dentists can be held liable for failing to recognize medical problems, including HIV and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. The dental literature shows that there are multiple signs and symptoms that indicate the potential for HIV infection to be the underlying cause of many oral diseases. Dentists should be familiar with the most common oral manifestations of medical conditions that are likely to be identified in the dental office, including those associated with HIV infection. They must recognize medical conditions and arrange for appropriate referral to avoid liability.